The Divine Minstrel Narada once approached his father
Brahma to be instructed in the path of devotion. After narrat-
ing the various sportive manifestations of Vishnu, Brahma
spake: This is the quintessence of the Bhagavata that the Lord
imparted to me. You preach it in such a "way that men mil be
endowed with devotion to the supreme Lord. Practice and
propagation of the path ofBhakti, Narada made his life's mis-
sion, He mote a treatise on Bhakti; produced Prahlada a para-
gon of devotion as an embodiment of his defhition of Devotion
in his apphorisms. Made the rounded prince Dhruva the pole-
star. Inspired Valmiki and Vyasa to wife their immortal works,
the Ramayana and the Bhagavata. Inspired innumerable souls
in the path of devotion to God.

In the recent past we have had a few worthy followers of
the celestial sage. Guruvayur is an ancient place of pilgrimage.
In recent times it has shot into prominence and is attracting
pilgrims from outside Kerala as well. A religious revival is tak-
ing place with Guruvayur as the centre. This devotional renais-
sance we owe to a number of dedicated souls. The first and
foremost among them is Melpathur Narayana Bhatathiri who
summarised the Bhagavata into the incomparable devotional
poem, the Narayaneeyam. Puntanam, his contemporary,
through his melliflous poems in Malay alam has contributed a
good deal to the attraction to the Lord of Guruvayur. Then
came Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nampoothiri, He was a gifted
poet, accomplished expounder of the Bhagavata and the reli-